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LONDON-BASED ACTOR CHRIS DINGLI CHATS TO VERONICA STIVALA ABOUT BEING
FUNNY, DIRECTING A CIRCUS, PLAYING A GETAWAY DRIVER WHO HAS TO GET RID OF
ACCOMPLICES - AND HIS ANNUAL RETURN TO THE MALTESE STAGE »

Photography Joannd Demarco

December 2014 | Sunday Circle 53




Y Mgy

L

“n
"ox

W b,
T even 1y 12h he
OB whiere b works
Ktow Hi SLAr etk N TR e
3 U Joad sl
N Of Amssifen Ma

e in '-f;u“.‘l:f-\"'t\
; T
~in “vy

(173
ey Nk

re a-r-.;uv.'-l.x'zg-,
e .’.‘-:.'."-.~<,.>¢.- ( ):.,:u;,,‘

€ Co) Rick 0 Evpyey /r'.-ur' 1
Fresents Fizlr Inade a the Eding
Festhvas

0 Oy TN in A AL
& f.\’nh.uw Ihear
':(‘:.’-f,",nl,L,

L‘!’Ar'

(n:r"u!

ear Bevns

In h.'-:’x{:un to h‘\(u”\‘. Ch

13a0d fim ACting
¢ f\'xt.‘lt;) s

televisio

wWork. M

i 2lco does

~and CVen Carcuy

50t an 3y € for the

is Curzently th)ormg on

1-:-:-;:un:un,; BBC dramy Dovegrs Lag

month, he Spene fecting 3

Circus sho e h'r:gw.?f&:.;n
%It will be pl

ANSmas ang the

0 join thery

) rhwc,' h
= Perforry;

SOMe time diz

(Jl-’cd ,\{('r(
1 Cleey
Wer G

ng |




44

firis has his Mada

cornedy show this nth. Described as 2

Chetstmas comedy cavalcade, The Comsedy
Ariphes is essentially » show made up of o
number of comedy shetches by 3 number
of well-knomwn names on the Jocal theatre
and stand-up comedy scene
oW Inits second edition, bat Christmas
comedy shows are noth Mg new to Chiris,
who had Previously performed the ake
successful Dingle Belly Malcolim Smells.
together with Malcolm Galea. Now, hot

on the heels of 1 year's highly suee essful,
sold-out showing of The Comedy Krights,

Chris and hig Creative team have come up

with a new show for this year,

S0 what does Chris, who has writen many
of the sketches, thinks has made the show

The show is

so successiul? *“When performing Comedy,
its really casy 1o know i you're bfll‘.‘:‘,
successful or not. If people are I.zughm&
vou're doing '-UHA'”I:HS right “.t}'nt“."[c
faughing ¢ nstantly, then your show isa

SUCCess” he SIS

Last year’s audience particularly loved the
political sketches and songs, such as Simoq
Busutil HPRINg Gaia's The Stars, with
ossibly the biagest hit being a song abou
two 'N supporters from Shiema who voued
for Labous in the fast election and are row
denying having done so Chris Particulacly
‘nioyed Pia Zammis and Jo Carana's
Petformances i 5 sketch called Tire Vvip
Crowd aboy Wo well-to-do women
8085iping on the school round. p
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One of his favourite skits was The Wordds Shorzest Funto, which

i pretty much what iz says on the tin. The team looked up the
workd record for the shortest pantomime and then performed
one that was shorter. As 2 grand finale, they then smashed that
record and performed a panto kn 18 seconds. “That really brought
the house down” muses Chris.

Speaking about the creative process for the show, Chris notes
how there is a different creative process for writing and for
performing, both of which he finds equally enjoyable. “When
creating the show, the writers (myself included) all pitch ideas
for sketches and songs that they'd like to write. That gives usa
good overview of what is potentially available and then we assign
sketches to different writers, based on their pitches or on ideas

we think they can develop,” he explains.
Uniike some of their previous shows, in which improvisation
plaved a major role, this particular show doesnt allow as much
room for improvisation as one might think. Improvisation

is encouraged in rehearsal. but once performances begin, it
becomes more about precision. “This kind of comedy is about

timing and meticulousness.” says Chris. “The jokes are not simply

written but constructed. and any word spoken out of order, or

any inflection missed. can ruin the entire set-up or scene. I'm not
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than improv, it's just a different kind of show
A BAE 3530978
1 SpontaNeous but in reality, IS mosthy

saving its better

1 3 » | N .
The trick is to make it secl

very strictly scripted

The show ks all about ‘\):\::1:‘, fun av the yeat that has been, and
this vear we can look forward to a good mixture of songs and
sketches, each packed to the brim with Jaughs that come al the
expense of local politicians, companies and personalities. That
wid, some of the feedback from last year's show was that people
who werent familiar with tive Maltese socio-political landscape

still enjoved the show and found it very funny. 1 found that tobe

a huge compliment,” notes Chris.

In addition to Chris’s jam-packed schedule, he has recently \
become a father, which he says is pretty much the entirety of hiS

life at home right now. *Between staying up nights with \'hA‘ baby
and work there's not much room left for anything else at the ‘
moment.” he comments, When wants to clear his head. he usualy’
goes for a walk down by the river in London, but as he points ok

o former the i :
T a performer the job never stops: “If you're not in work. then

you're - dne f :
} cither looking for work or creating your own, ot both’ &

s plays at the Salesian Theatre in Shema from 26
irjomation vist wwwicanedhyRnghtsost
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